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SERMON ON THE MOUNT 3
Matthew 5:6-8


Please turn in your bibles to Matthew chapter 5.

Last week we got into the first three beatitudes. Remember that there are three groups of three, but they will all tie together in the end. We should also remember that this is just the introduction to the entire sermon. 

Jesus has gone to a high place where He begins to teach. He will be linking these teachings to Torah. In this way He can be seen as a new Moses. Moses was on the top of a mountain where he got the instruction, (Torah) from God and then brought Torah down where he communicated it and the covenant to the people. Jesus is doing the same thing. Both instances are Torah and a new covenant, where the hearers are expected to see a difference in the way God’s people are to live and the way the world lives. Jesus does this straight out of the gate by declaring that the people of His kingdom are to “turn around”. This should communicate to us that living as God’s imagers won’t be easy or even popular. When you are seen as going upstream, you are seen as not only being different, but also rocking the boat. Have you ever gone the wrong way down a one-way street? The other drivers aren’t too happy with you. You mess up the flow of everything for everyone else. That is what living as imagers of God is like. Again, it is the difference between the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of tov and ra. There is literally that much difference. Therefore, we should prepare to be challenged by what Jesus has to say – at least in some, if not many instances. God’s ways are above ours. 

The first three beatitudes showed Jesus focusing on the people around Him. They were poor and had very few resources or recourse. The categories He delineates, (poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek) are not just character traits. They refer to those of low status. These people are in the majority, but they are also the people most others don’t want around. And though they are in the majority, they have no say in most of what happens to them. 

I want to qualify here that Jesus is not JUST teaching some “social gospel”. It is way more than that. To say such a thing is to miss the bigger picture. Jesus isn’t saying, “If you’re a kind person – a good person that you are automatically in, regardless of any “religious affiliation”. What He is saying is that these aren’t the prerequisites of the kingdom, as much as they are evidence of the change of heart that comes from turning around and living our lives for our God/ savior. There is a difference. However, the Bible has much to say about bearing fruit. Remember your tree imagery. 

Jesus is painting a picture of just how juxtaposed His kingdom and His people are in comparison to the kingdoms and people of the world. 

Jesus sees these people as “living the good life” even though most wouldn’t see it this way. And why are they living the good life? It is because those in the categories He is listing in the beatitudes will one day see a change in their status. For sure, that will be in the new Jerusalem, but think about what it would be like if everyone turned around and began living as He says they should. The world would truly be much closer to what we see described in Revelation 21 and 22. And this is much of the point. 

Let’s begin in Matthew 5:3.


Matt. 5:3   r“Blessed are sthe poor in spirit, for utheirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matt. 5:4   “Blessed are vthose who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Matt. 5:5   “Blessed are the wmeek, for they wshall inherit the earth.

Matt. 5:6   “Blessed are those who hunger and xthirst yfor righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Matt. 5:7   “Blessed are zthe merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

Matt. 5:8   “Blessed are athe pure in heart, for bthey shall see God.

We talked about the first three last week. Please see how Jesus continues the theme. However, the first three categories can largely be seen as negative – meaning, none of us would want to live that way or in those circumstances, even though Jesus still sees them as living the good life. This second group of three can be seen, no matter how you look at them as being in a positive light. 

Let’s look at verse six, where we see the word righteousness. 

δικαιοσύνη dikaiosune

This is the Greek word translated as righteousness. But as we have seen already, many of these words have some religious baggage than can obscure their total meaning. 



Jer. 22:1   Thus says the LORD: “Go down to the house of the king of Judah and speak there this word, 2 and say, w‘Hear the word of the LORD, O king of Judah, who sits on the throne of David, you, and your servants, and your people who enter these gates. 3 Thus says the LORD: xDo justice and righteousness, and deliver from the hand of the oppressor him who has been robbed. And ydo no wrong or violence zto the resident alien, xthe fatherless, and the widow, nor ashed innocent blood in this place. 4 For if you will indeed obey this word, bthen there shall enter the gates of this house kings who sit on the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they and their servants and their people. 5 But if you will not obey these words, I cswear by myself, declares the LORD, that dthis house shall become a desolation.


מִשְׁפָּט mishpat

צִדְקָה tsidqah

In this passage we see God speaking through the prophet to the king of Judah. He tells the king to do justice and righteousness. Justice and righteousness are linked at the hip. You can’t do/ have one without the other. But this shows us what Jesus meant by righteousness. Therefore, righteousness refers to the character of someone who is in right relationship with others around them. 

The religious baggage comes in when we ONLY think of righteousness as having to do with our relationship with God. However, our relationship with God cannot be separated from our relationships with others. Just as justice and righteousness are joined at the hip, so are our relationship with God and others. We will see more of this as we move along. Take verse six as an example. 

Matt. 5:6   “Blessed are those who hunger and xthirst yfor righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.


Most of us would read this and attribute hungering and thirsting for righteousness as ONLY or mainly a personal thing – something we should do in relationship to God. We would read it, now knowing what ashrey means as, “Those who are living the good life are those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, as defined in Jeremiah. To most of us, that looks like a personal thing. And it is, but it’s also more than that. We should thrive to be righteous. But when we see that hunger and thirst usually refer to a lack of food and water, we have once again arrived at a “lack” of something. Thus far, Jesus has been speaking of a lack of resources for His people. 

What I’m getting at here is that those who are living the good life are not only seeking righteousness for themselves, but they also see a lack of these things around them. They see a lack of righteousness, (justice and mercy) for those around them. A lack of righteousness means there is a lack of justice, love and mercy around them. They see what others don’t have. It’s not JUST referring to a personal striving to be righteous – it is a striving for righteousness for others. When this is done, we can see where the world would change – moving closer to the ideal of what we see in the new Jerusalem. Can you see how Jesus is moving things from just a “personal” relationship to one of action that brings us to be better imagers of God Himself? This is the point. Those who live this way are living the good life and they will be satisfied. That is the blessing, and once again, the blessing is in the second half of the verse, not in the first half. 



Matt. 18:21   Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often ywill my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? zAs many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.

Matt. 18:23   “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished ato settle accounts with his servants.7 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him bten thousand ctalents.8 25 dAnd since he could not pay, his master ordered him eto be sold, with his wife and fchildren and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant9 gfell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and dforgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred hdenarii,10 and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 iAnd should not you have had MERCY on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 jAnd in anger his master delivered him to the jailers,11 kuntil he should pay all his debt. 35 lSo also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother mfrom your heart.”


This parable mirrors how most of us read Matt. 5:7
.
Matt. 5:7   “Blessed are zthe merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

And that parable does represent this theme. But once again, there is much more here in what Jesus is saying. There is a specific nuance here in Matthew. The word translated here for mercy is the root, elos, in Greek. 

The question here is whether or not Jesus is ONLY speaking of forgiving someone who has wronged us. That then begs the question, “How else can we forgive someone, unless they have wronged us in some way?” 

Matthew 15:22
22 And behold, ha Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, i“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.”

Here we have an example of a woman asking for mercy. But she doesn’t know Jesus and He doesn’t know her. How then can she ask for mercy? It is here that we see how many times we see something like mercy as ONLY being the forgiveness given to one who has wronged us. But Jesus would have us not only forgiving those who have wronged us, but also showing it to those who are in need – even those we don’t even know. We see the same thing elsewhere.

Matt. 20:30 And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, “Lord,5 have mercy on us, oSon of David!”

In these instances, we should once again see the pattern. These things of which Jesus speaks do not only speak to us regarding us personally, (forgiving those who have wronged us), they speak of so much more. Jesus exemplifies how mercy is not just shown to those who have wronged us, but how mercy is to be shown to those we don’t even know and don’t even have anything to do with their situation. Jesus is raising the bar on all these things. And this is how He sees those as being merciful being the ones who are living the good life. They will be shown mercy. 

Once again, how much closer to the ideal we see in Revelation 21 and 22 would we be if everyone showed mercy as Jesus modeled it? Can we see how we must learn to think beyond ourselves when we read the words of Jesus? We have to get out of our personal bubbles and begin thinking of others in order to be imagers of God. 

The way Matthew uses the idea of elos and the words connected to it, implies that merciful action is the concrete expression of our believing loyalty, (faith) in the God we claim to serve. It is the fruit on the tree – the evidence of a changed life. 

Matt. 5:8   “Blessed are athe pure in heart, for bthey shall see God.

Jesus is steering His people to a pure heart and what that means. We have been talking about the word, “elos”. We will see the Hebrew equivalent in a second. But remember how Jesus is moving us away from just thinking about a right relationship with Him and how He expands it to our relationship with others. Many of us think that doing religious things, such as going to church, worshiping, giving an offering, etc. makes us good with God. But once again, Jesus is moving us away from that idea. And this is not a new idea. Look at what the book of Hosea says.

Hosea 6:6
6 	For kI desire steadfast love1 and not sacrifice,
		lthe knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.


Sacrifices and offerings are good, and they should be done. What we might term as “religious” things are good. They are required. But we can’t just check those boxes because we see them as being part of our relationship with God and think we are good. What we see in Hosea is that people were making sacrifices at the temple and all the other stuff, but when it came to how they were treating those around them – they didn’t really seem to care. This goes back to what we read regarding Jeremiah and the king of Judah. There was no mercy or justice. The same thing was going on in Hosea’s day. Once again, we can’t separate our actions and relationship with others from our relationship with God. You can’t have one without the other. Look at what Jesus says just a few lines later in the Sermon on the Mount. 


Matt. 5:23 dSo if eyou are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.

The reconciliation is akin to showing mercy. It is about restoring a relationship. We can’t just have a falling out with someone, especially at church, say to ourselves we are in the right and then not care if the relationship is damaged or if they leave the family. Jesus is constantly dealing with this issue in His confrontations with the Pharisees. They were sticklers for tithing off of their spices but couldn’t give two hoots in Hades about the poor. And if they did interact with the poor, they showed disdain and only helped in order that they would be seen by others as being righteous. Jesus calls this hypocrisy. 

And this gets us back to issue of being pure in heart, which ties back in with the other two beatitudes we’ve read about today. We have seen how Jesus expands these ideas from just a personal relationship with Him to how it should relate to others. How does this relate to the issue of a pure heart? 

Well, if we do good things JUST because we are told to do so. That isn’t out of a pure heart. We are only then doing things out of requirement. The pure heart does these things because love, mercy, and feeling the pain of others compels them to do so. Can you see the difference? A pure heart grieves with others. Think of verse four. 

If we give our spouse a gift just because it is a requirement – then is it really an act of love? But if we give it out of a pure heart, we are giving it willingly, out of love for that person. It is important to see that Jesus sees having a pure heart as an attainable goal. It isn’t just an ideal. Otherwise, all that He says in the Sermon would be reduced to some idealism. And what is the blessing, in the second half of the verse that comes from having a pure heart? Those people will see God. 

Now, think back to the OT. People feared seeing God because they would die. Where does this not happen? The answer is in Eden. Adam and Eve walked and talked with God in the cool of the day while in the garden. But because of sin, they were exiled, (herem). From then on, people were afraid to see God. But look what happens later. 

Rev. 22:1   Then the angel1 showed me xthe river of ythe water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of zthe street of the city; aalso, on either side of the river, bthe tree of life2 with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were cfor the healing of the nations. 3 dNo longer will there be anything accursed, but ethe throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and fhis servants will worship him. 4 gThey will see his face, and hhis name will be on their foreheads.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Having a pure heart, which is an attainable goal is the key to going back to Eden/ the new Jerusalem. 

Jesus is telling His hearers how to get back to Eden. He is telling them how to live – what turning around looks like. He is showing them and telling them how to live out the Dominion Mandate from Genesis. 

I leave you once again with this thought/ question. How would life here be if everyone, or even most people lived this way, imaging God? Would not most of the hurting and pain of this world go away? Would things not be much closer to what they will be in the new creation? 

This is what we will see as we continue to read, absorb and hopefully model what Jesus is saying.
